
Introduction: Pg. ____  We all have whoa moments in life. Moments that make us step back and pause because of the weight of what stands before us. This whoa moments are opportunities that simultaneously excites us and scare us half to death. I’m talking about moments when we have been handed a great responsibility that makes us say: “I can’t believe I get to do this & I better not blow it.” 

What are some whoa moments? 
the first time your dad handed you the keys to his car? 

The first time your professor asked you to work on a special project?
The first time you stood in front of a patient to care for?
The first time the girl of your dreams finally said yes for a date? 
The first time you held a baby in your arms? 
FCF: Responsibility vs. Irresponsibility; effort vs. Excellence…
The last half of the Apostle Paul’s life was a constant WHOA Moment . . . He was overwhelmed and humbled by the sheer magnitude of what God had entrusted to him. It was a costly responsibility, but it was the greatest privilege, and it is one that we are invited into today.  Read 3:1-13

The Point: God has given us his gospel to declare and display for the sake of
 all people. 

Don’t miss this… He has given his gospel to US his gospel For THEM.
“To Us, For Them”

Ephesians 3:1-13

I have two points to summarize the relevance of Paul’s thoughts for us this am. We will first look at what we’ve received and then focus on our responsibility to give what we have received. #1 . . .
I. See what we have been entrusted with in the mystery of the gospel (3:1-7)

Read 1-7… Here's what is happening in these verses…


· Paul begins a prayer in verse one, then he interrupts himself in verse 2, digresses into a parenthetical thought on why he’s imprisoned, and doesn’t pick up his prayer again until verse 14, which is where we’ll be next week.  

· He is so taken by the privilege of bringing the gospel to them that he erupts into this lengthy statement on his stewardship on their behalf. 

· He starts… “For this reason…” in light of the salvation they have received (Eph 1-2). 

Paul was a Prisoner

· In Ephesians, we have the pen of a prisoner. The Apostle Paul was hand selected by Jesus to carry the news of his death and resurrection to the world. 

· Paul was not always on Jesus’ team. In fact, he persecuted Christians and approved of their death. That was the case until Jesus blinded him on the road to Damascus, saved him and gave him the assignment of being “a chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and kngs and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15)

· This is probably what he is talking about in verse 
3 where he says . . .

· Paul was imprisoned . . .

· not simply because of his faith in Christ, 
· nor was it because he had a loud mouth about Jesus and told thousands of people the good news in Christ.

· He was imprisoned because of who he was sharing this news with. Like his Savior, Paul pushed against the establishment. He fulfilled his special call of taking the gospel to people who were outsiders. 
· Can we just pause here? If you’re like me, you read this: “I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles” and we basically don’t skip a beat. Can we just slow down and reflect? 

· His freedoms     were     stripped 

· His comforts    gone . . .

· He suffered physically,       emotionally, and        relationally.
· The question I’m asking myself is this: Would I willingly be imprisoned for the mission of God? 
· Would you? Are you willing to suffer for Christ? 
· Are you willing to die for Christ? The 21 Coptic Christians in Egypt were willing to seal their witness for Christ to the death. This is common to discipleship. It’s not: “Jesus, I’ll take you when it’s convenient.” It’s “Jesus, I’ll take you to the cross.”

· Like the devoted disciple Thomas in John 11, may we say: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

· Paul’s example is designed to shake us out of our comforts.
But how could he suffer so willingly? Because he suffered in light of the gospel. 
· Paul's life was not dictated by his external circumstances but the internal Spirit that kept him intensely focused on Jesus. He knew contentment comes by melting our will and desires into God’s will and desires. (Burroughs)
· Paul was so consumed by the gospel that it constantly informed his thoughts: if Jesus suffered for me, I will gladly suffer for him
T: But how can we live like this? The same way Paul did: By Preaching the Gospel to Yourself
· Paul Tripp points out that no one is as influential in your life as you are, because no one talks to you more than you. Have fun here…
· When we listen to ourselves, we allow our negative thoughts concerning our circumstance drive us to hopelessness and despair. 
· When we preach to ourselves, we remind ourselves of God’s truth which sustains us and sets us free to experience peace and joy. 

· “Have you realized that most of your unhappiness in life is due to the fact that you are listening to yourself instead of talking to yourself?” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
· Why are you downcast, O my soul, “Hope in God!” (Psalm 42-43) That’s preaching to yourself. And this is the track we must hit every day. 

· No need to shuffle… Hit repeat…  (Repeat Image) It’s the gospel on repeat. All day. Every day!

T: Paul was a prisoner for the Lord, but he was a prisoner who has been given a great trust. 

Paul was a Steward
· Paul was entrusted with a specific responsibility. The word he uses in verse 2 is stewardship. Stewards were given oversight over someone else’s property. They were to manage it well. It was a solemn responsibility. Similarly, in verse 7, he says he is a “minister,” a diakonos – servant. 
· This responsibility and privilege was one he did not deserve. In v.2, 7, & 8, he calls it a gift of grace. He can’t get over the fact that God would use him! 
· We will see in verse 8 that Paul says he is the “less than the least of all the saints.” He was humbled by the magnitude of God’s grace to save him and assign him this work. 

· God gave him a gift of grace and he also gave him power. Look down at verse 7. 
· “By the working of his power” - the daily strength he experienced that helped him fulfill his missionary calling. 
· Here’s what must characterize our lives as God’s servants: grace     and   POWER.  {{Speak directly to Joel and Jen – grace and power; Redemption Hill: as we seek to be on mission for Jesus this Easter season, what do we need “grace and power.” Thank you.}}
· And his stewardship is for a purpose… 

· Verse 1: “On behalf of you Gentiles”

· Verse 3: “given to me for you”

· Do you see that? Given a gift, for the sake of others. That’s stewardship. 

Paul was a steward of the mystery of the gospel. 

Now, why does Paul refer to the gospel as a mystery?

· We usually think of a mystery being something that is puzzling, a riddle to be solved, but that is not what it means in the NT.

· Here mystery refers to something once concealed, now revealed. 
· We see this in verse 5: once-now . . . 
· The mystery was once a secret, is now out in the open. We can call it an “open secret.” 

What was the content of the mystery?
· Verse 4 says it is the “mystery of Christ.” The source and substance is found in him. The mystery is unveiled in him and the mystery is accomplished through him!
· Verse 6 elaborates . . . 

· Fellow heirs of the same blessings

· Fellow members of the same body. We are both in Christ: one new humanity IN Him. 

· Fellow participants in the same promises.
· Oh, you got that? I got that. That’s yours? That’s mine. You rolling deep with that? Me too. Because of Christ. 
· Full members, not partial. You can get in the building, but you can’t sit on the front row. 

· App: This is not an American message or a Western message. It is a global message! 

· Why do we keep sending teams to [PIC OF] India? Because Jesus died for people from harek jhati, harek kuhl, harek basha, harek log: every nation, every tribe, every people, every language.  Pray for our team the next two weeks. 
· So the mystery concerns what Christ has done to unite distinct peoples through their shared union with Christ through the gospel. In other words, we experience the amazing benefits of the mystery because of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

II. Spread God’s grace through consistently declaring and displaying the gospel (3:8-13)

Spread God’s grace by declaring the gospel
This is an extraordinary privilege . . . It is received in order to be shared. No one in God’s new society monopolizes these spiritual blessings for themselves with an “It’s all for me” attitude. 
No. “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8, NIV) To Us, For Them. 

· What is the grace given: the task of  preaching. “to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” He brings good news of Christ’s unfathomable wealth.” It is “impossible to comprehend.”
· John Stott says, “Once we are sure that the gospel is both truth from God and riches for mankind, nobody will be able to silence us.” (Just go read Acts). 

· Now follow this argument: if there are unsearchable riches in Christ, and Christ has offered himself to you, then your life can be flooded with his riches by uniting yourself to him. Have you decided to be all-in with Jesus. His arms are open for you. Connect Card 

· If you want some handles on what these riches are, just reread the first two chapters . . . Raised from the spiritual dead, reconciled to God through redemption and forgiveness, filled with his Spirit, part of a God’s new society and family through adoption and predestination, a part of his dwelling place in his people, and guaranteed a huge inheritance in the life to come beyond this life.  

· So here’s the two-fold goal this Easter. 

· 1)Get Christ & Get more of Christ. Get all of Christ you can!  TO have him and want more of him is the great paradox of our spiritual experience. We can never get to the bottom. His riches are infinite. This is what Tozer said: “To have found God and still to pursue him is the soul’s paradox of love.”  This is what our “Journey to the cross” is all about during Lent. We are fasting from usual comforts that we might feast on God.
· 2) Give Christ & Give more of Christ. Give all of Christ you can! These are the unsearchable riches we are to communicate to all people. 

· Verse 9 is so good… to bring to light for everyone… Verse 9. As we declare the gospel, light will shine. Check verse 9. “When truth goes forth, light goes forth.”
· Excursus: Easter at the Chevalier - ALL PEOPLE
· PICTURE OF CHEVALIER – EXTERIOR VIEW

· Why? – Yes, we want to reach more people! That’s a given. That’s our job. 
· Yes, the Chevalier is a Medford landmark and should be well received in the community. That helps. It’s contextually wise. 
· BUT Easter is a time of year when people are more open to coming to church for the first time, or reconnecting after a prolonged absence. It is also the time where the church is often more deeply motivated to mission in light of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
· PICTURE OF CHEVALIER – Empty Seats
· How will these seats be filled?
· Here’s my 2015 Easter vision: Every One, Reach One.  Do you believe God is able to use you to reach one person this Easter season and bring them to our Easter service on April 5th? I do! But it will take grace and power. 
· Grace and Power to realize this should be the greatest passion of our lives (that is NOT an overstatement). 
· This was Paul’s greatest task and greatest passion. (Acts 20:24)

· Now, you might assume this was easy for Paul. After all, there has not been a more influential missionary & theologian in the history of the church. He was supremely gifted and supremely empowered by God’s Spirit. But was it easy? I do not think so. Here’s proof . . . 
· Look at Ephesians 6:19: “and also pray for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel.” 
Here’s a simple prayer to pray daily as we journey toward Easter. 
Easter 2015: Daily Prayer Challenge

God, I pray that every one at RHC would reach one person for your fame. Give us wisdom,  grace, & boldness. Amen. 
T: Let’s spread God’s grace by declaring the gospel, and let’s . . .

Spread God’s grace by displaying the gospel. 

· What is the purpose of our declaration? Look at verse 10: “so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known. . .”

· “Very many sided…” “multi-faceted” “many splendored” wisdom of God. 
How is it made known? 

· Through the multiethnic community unified as one. 

· The term church seems to point both to the universal church & local churches . . . where diverse people come together as family in Christ. (O’Brien, Hoener, Best)
· Some people say, “Well I’m part of the church; I don’t need to commit to a local church.” 
· That’s fine if you can sufficiently answer the question how you’re going to clearly and consistently demonstrate the manifold wisdom of God to the world apart from a family connection in the local body of believers.
· It’s in a local expression of the church that we get to display unity in the midst of diversity, 

· where we get to love and serve one another and serve our city. Hello EEH!
· where can be vulnerable about our weakness and also find support in our struggles. 
· In all of this living life together, one message is loud and clear: God is wise. 
· This is made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

· All angelic beings, both good and evil know of Christ’s triumph in the church, and if this is true, how much more is it made known to those who watch on earth? 

· This is a startling claim: All of creation discovers God’s wisdom not directly from God, but directly through his people. Wow!
· God has saved us to tell a story, which is what evangelism is as Steve Timmis says: “telling a better story.” Now hang with me here . . . 
· Francis Schaeffer said: “One cannot explain the explosive dynamite, the dunamis, of the early church apart from the fact that they practiced two things simultaneously: orthodoxy of doctrine and orthodoxy of community in the midst of the visible church, a community which the world could see. By the grace of God, therefore, the church must be known simultaneously for its purity of doctrine and the reality of its community. Our churches have so often been only preaching points with very little emphasis on community, but exhibition of the love of God in practice is beautiful and must be there.”
· This is what Ray Ortland captures in his book The Gospel:
· Gospel doctrine – gospel culture = hypocrisy 
· Gospel culture – gospel doctrine = fragility 
· Gospel doctrine + gospel culture = power

 

· ”Gospel doctrine with gospel culture is prophetic.”
· The power of the gospel is displayed in how we strive (in the great moments of victory) and how we suffer (in the difficult times of adversity). 

· Paul tells them to take heart even though he is suffering, because his suffering his their glory.
· They can glory because Paul’s willingness to preach the gospel in the face of suffering led to their inclusion in Christ. 
Conclusion:

Have you been included in Christ? If not, may I humbly ask you: What are you waiting for? (Connect Card)

If you are in Christ today, be compelled by this truth: God has given his gospel TO US, FOR THEM. 

Let’s declare and display it for his fame.
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